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Disaster
Outbreaks

On October 11, 2019, Elder Idel 
Suarez, Jr., visited California and 
preached God’s word to the people 

on matters of disaster. The church in River-
side, California, hosted the services for the 
weekend. Before beginning his service on 
Sabbath, he gave greetings from the Living-
ston, Georgia, church. There are about 40 
churches in the IMS in the U.S., and Elder 
Suarez included wonderful news in his salu-
tation. It was a joy for all to hear that God’s 
message is being carried to more states. 
Besides the new church in Livingston, Geor-
gia, new churches have been established in 
Ohio and Michigan; this is a blessing indeed. 
“… Go ye into all the world, and preach the 
gospel to every creature” (Mark 16:16), Je-
sus said to His disciples. May God bless all 
of our beloved laborers who are giving Heav-
en’s message to others around the world. 

On this particular weekend, a fire had 
erupted in the Los Angeles area due to a 
power line; the fire was named “Saddle 
Ridge Fire.” Freeways were closed, it was 
reported that 8,391 acres were burned, 
and thousands of residents had to evac-
uate their homes. Elder Suarez used this 
event as the backdrop of his message. 
He began by asking, “Why does God per-
mit fires?” Opening the Holy Scriptures 
to Isaiah 5:24, he read: “Therefore as the 
fire devoureth the stubble, and the flame 
consumeth the chaff, so their root shall be 
as rottenness, and their blossom shall go 
up as dust: because they have cast away 
the law of the Lord of hosts, and despised 
the word of the Holy One of Israel.” When 
God’s holy law is not obeyed, when people 

depart from His commandments and stat-
utes, disaster comes and consumes their 
property. Elder Suarez told the congrega-
tion to look at the meaning of this verse 
as well as that of Isaiah 24:5-6: “The earth 
also is defiled under the inhabitants thereof; 
because they have transgressed the laws, 
changed the ordinance, broken the ever-
lasting covenant. Therefore hath the curse 
devoured the earth, and they that dwell 
therein are desolate: therefore the inhabi-
tants of the earth are burned, and few men 
left.” Such fires are a message to everyone 
that the word of God is being broken and 
we must change. We must return to God.

Furthermore, another disaster has bro-
ken out, and it sparks a warning from the 
CDC (Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention) of an epidemic that is occur-
ring in the United States. Elder Suarez re-
ferred to the great problem that has arisen 
from STDs (sexually transmitted diseases) 
among young people, also referred to as 
STIs (sexually transmitted infections). The 
CDC reported that Americans aged 15-24 
constitute the population with the highest 
sexual activity and represent 50 percent of 
all sexually transmitted diseases. Among 
these diseases are gonorrhea, chlamydia, 
genital herpes, AIDS, and syphilis. Every 
year there is a rise in the number of re-
ported cases of these diseases, the most 
recent being 2.4 million. Sadly, this affects 
especially the female population, as every 
year 24 thousand young women become 
infertile as a result of diseases transmitted 
by many partners. A typical American fe-
male has 6-8 sexual partners before she 
marries. “We have reached the time of So-
dom and Gomorrah,” said Elder Suarez.

1 Corinthians 7:2 contains the solution 
for this terrible situation: “Nevertheless, 

to avoid fornication, let every man have 
his own wife, and let every woman have 
her own husband.” Furthermore, “But if 
they cannot contain, let them marry: for 
it is better to marry than to burn.” 1 Cor-
inthians 7:9. The modern world no longer 
uses the term “fornication.” Instead, such 
illicit relationships are called an “affair” or 
a “fling.” Many young people in this world 
are burning–suffering greatly–due to pro-
miscuity, and faithfulness in marriage is 
given less and less respect and honor. 
There are two institutions that were highly 
regarded in Eden; one is the Sabbath, and 
the other is marriage. They were both given 
as gifts from God, and they are the ones 
that Satan most wants to destroy. Society 
will continue to degrade and defy these 
two institutions until the second coming of 
Christ. We read in 1 Corinthians 6:18: “Flee 
fornication. Every sin that a man doeth is 
without the body; but he that committeth 
fornication sinneth against his own body.” 
The issue of STD/STIs is the biggest dan-
ger among young people in the United 
States; and if we do not educate the young 
people in our churches concerning this 
matter, they will be influenced by the world. 

Let us also consider 1 Corinthians 6:19, 
20: “What? Know ye not that your body is 
the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in 
you, which ye have of God, and ye are not 
your own? For ye are bought with a price: 
therefore glorify God in your body, and in 
your spirit, which are God’s.” How are we 
taking care of our bodies? They are to hon-
or God, from what we ingest to what we 
wear. Thus we show that we honor God 
and truly represent what we claim to be–
Christians.

We cannot be Christians only for the 
Wednesday, Friday, and Sabbath services 
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and temptations, what does God tell us to 
do? “My brethren, count it all joy when ye 
fall into divers temptations; Knowing this, 
that the trying of your faith worketh pa-
tience.” James 1:2, 3.

There are days when we feel overwhelmed 
and want to give up, so we must hold 
tightly to Jesus’ hand. Some may ask, 
“How can I count any of this joy?” For 
starters, prayer is extremely important. It 
is joyful to go through these things, be-
cause during these hardships, we gain 
patience, inner peace, and the ability be 
a blessing to others through God living 
within us. More importantly, God is refin-
ing us and preparing us for greater things 
ahead. “Beloved, think it not strange con-
cerning the fiery trial which is to try you, 
as though some strange thing happened 
unto you: But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are 
partakers of Christ’s sufferings;…” 1 Peter 
4:12, 13.

In our sinful human nature, we try to con-
trol every situation, taking matters into our 
own hands and not letting God control. 
This is why we fail! Our minds are totally 
weak when compared to that of God, who 
can do anything, even that which is impos-
sible for man. “Come unto Me, all ye that 
labour and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest.” Matthew 11:28. Often it is hard 
to believe this promise. Why? Because, 
with our weak minds and sinful natures, we 
think we can just pray once and then all of 
our problems will be gone within months, 
weeks, days, or even an instant. While this 
may be true in some cases, those whose 
prayers are not answered so quickly may 
feel lost and stop praying. Then, the tempt-
er comes, and it is easy to yield and fall into 
sin. Once we fall, we are led into utter loss 
and darkness, becoming one of Satan’s 
subjects and feeling hopeless.

In the words of the apostle Paul, our Heav-
enly Father, who loves us very much and 
gave us His only begotten Son, says, “Pray 
without ceasing.” 1 Thessalonians 5:17. 

There was once a young lady who felt 
that it was impossible for her ever 
to be happy again. She had been a 

happy child, a cheerful teen, and a con-
tented young adult. One day she decided 
to give herself to Jesus, just as she had 
been raised to believe. After her baptism, 
she never anticipated that there would be 
so many temptations and so much tribu-
lation. Hanging on, she experienced so 
much gossip, so many expectations, and 
so much work that, all of a sudden, her life 
became so overwhelming that she often 
failed to pray and eventually fell into a dark 
pit of despair.

Everyone told her, “Pray more,” “Trust 
God,” “Have patience to wait for God’s an-
swer,” and “Trust and obey, for there’s no 
other way.” To her, such words were frus-
trating. In fact, they became so frustrating 
that she gave up and refused to listen to 
anyone anymore. She seemed to be in a 
dark world; and the things that happened 
seemed insurmountable to her, to the point 
where she began to believe that God was 
no longer with her. She felt so distant from 
Jesus that she soon had thoughts of leav-
ing everything behind and running away. 
But where would she go? With nowhere 
to go, she attended church every Sab-
bath, but that was not a joy her, for she 
felt completely disconnected. She fulfilled 
her church responsibilities, but it felt like 
a huge burden; she found herself com-
plaining at times. She failed to be thankful 
during her trials and tribulations.

This is what Satan does to us when we 
leave unoccupied spaces open to tempta-
tion in our hearts, minds, and lives and are 
not constantly in prayer. The importance of 
a reborn life with Jesus is not just to fulfill 
God’s law, but to believe it, live it, and be 
happy in it. When we fall in various trials 

and then be careless and part of the world 
on the other four days of the week. We 
must be faithful representatives of Jesus in 
every respect, including on social media. 
If we claim to be Seventh-day Adventists 
of the International Missionary Society, Re-
form Movement, then we must believe that 
we are and really live out our beliefs.

What about modesty? Elder Suarez re-
ferred to the royal families of Spain and 
England; they adhere to a specific protocol 
on how the princes and princesses are to 
dress, and behave. How much more are 
we, as princes and princesses of God, 
called to adhere to the high ideals of God’s 
royal priesthood? Personally, from the 
thoughts presented by Elder Suarez, I have 
a new appreciation for dress reform with its 
modesty and decency, for I am a child of 
God, the Almighty Creator of heaven and 
earth, the King of kings!

Furthermore, in Hosea 1:2, God told the 
prophet: “… Go, take unto thee a wife of 
whoredoms and children of whoredoms: 
for the land hath committed great whore-
dom, departing from the Lord.” One may 
think, This does not apply to me; I am not in 
this “fornication” category. But fornication 
does not apply only to illicit relationships. 
It also applies to the action of departing 
from God, departing from His law mentally 
or spiritually to participate in other things 
that occupy the mind. We can learn from 
Hosea‘s marriage, for he bought Gomer as 
a slave so that she would no longer be in 
fornication. Their marriage was saved, and 
he forgave her. Is this not what God does 
with us? He buys us from sin, from evil, for-
gives us, reconciles us, and tells us that He 
will now walk with us so that we do not fall 
into such evil again.

It is human nature to follow in the steps of 
one’s parents, committing sin and indulg-
ing in vices, such as alcohol, fornication, 
thievery, etc. But with Christ, while there is 
life, there is hope to break these chains, to 
be freed, and to be saved.

Elder Suarez’s final message to the congre-
gation was this: “Dear youth, dear children, 
dear adults, let us carry out our purpose to 
honor God and keep His law by His grace.” 
Daniel purposed in his heart not to defile 
himself. Make the same resolution, and 
decide to keep yourself pure and holy. We 
must repeat this purpose to ourselves daily. 
There will be more fires to come and con-
quer, and it depends on us as parents, min-
isters, educators, and leaders, to call every-
one to place himself and herself under the 
wings of Jesus. Under His wings He will give 
salvation. In Him there is forgiveness and a 
new beginning. May God bless you all!

Gratitude
amid
Trials and
Tribulations
Athai Ramirez
American Union Newsletter Editor
Valencia, CA
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I want to emphasize the words “without 
ceasing,” because we tend to forget what 
this actually means. To not cease means 
exactly that–not to stop praying! If we are 
exhausted and want to fall and cry, pray. If 
an individual prays, he feels better. Then, a 
few minutes or hours later, he feels weak 
again, which can happen in cases of terri-
ble tribulation, so the individual must pray 
yet again.

When we leave our hearts and wounds 
wide open, without instant prayer, we are 
allowing evil to come inside us; and this 
brings us to bitterness, resentment, and, 
even more, revenge. We must realize that, 
by themselves, our hearts and minds are 
corrupt; we need God to control them. 
“Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out 
of it are the issues of life.” Proverbs 4:23. 
Sister Ellen G. White wrote about diligent 
heart-keeping: “In the work of heart-keep-
ing we must be instant in prayer, unwea-
ried in petitioning the throne of grace for 
assistance. Those who take the name 
of Christian should come to God in ear-
nestness and humility, pleading for help. 
The Saviour has told us to pray without 
ceasing. The Christian can not always be 
in the position of prayer, but his thoughts 
and desires can always be upward. Our 
self-confidence would vanish, did we talk 
less and pray more.” –(The Youth’s In-
structor, March 5, 1903) Sons and Daugh-
ters of God, p. 9.” This is what it means to 
give all to Christ in prayer, without ceasing. 
When we pass through trials and tribula-
tions, being constantly in prayer makes it 
possible to walk through everything hum-
bly and happily. 

There are important lessons to learn from 
the life of Jesus, our greatest example. 
You see, Jesus grew up in Nazareth, 
which was known to be a very corrupt 
place. Even though He went through trials 
and tribulations and was severely tempt-
ed, He always remained happy and in 
constant prayer to His Father in heaven. 
He was not excluded from what we must 
endure when tribulations come to us; He 
knows exactly everything that we experi-
ence. “Jesus was placed where His char-
acter would be tested. It was necessary 
for Him to be constantly on guard in order 
to preserve His purity. He was subject to 
all conflicts which we have to meet, that 
He might be an example to us in child-
hood, youth, and manhood.” –The Desire 
of Ages, p. 71. Just as Jesus was placed 
where He would be tested, so are we. He 
chose not to sin or waiver in faith. Will you 
choose the same?

Furthermore, about His life, Sister White 
writes: “Christ was the only sinless one 

who ever dwelt on earth; yet for nearly 
thirty years He lived among the wicked in-
habitants of Nazareth. This fact is a rebuke 
to those who think themselves dependent 
upon place, fortune, or prosperity, in or-
der to live a blameless life. Temptation, 
poverty, adversity, is the very discipline 
needed to develop purity and firmness.” 
–The Desire of Ages, p. 72. This proves 
that in trial, tribulation, and temptation, 
there is no way to excuse sin, for we have 
the privilege to be in constant communi-
cation with God. We have the opportuni-
ty to thank Him for these hardships, for 
they bring us to our knees, give us peace, 
strength, and trust in God, and eventually 
produce in us the fruit of the spirit–love, 
joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, 
goodness, faith, meekness, and temper-
ance. When we fully rely on Jesus in faith, 
we will be able to claim what the apostle 
Paul did: “I am crucified with Christ: nev-
ertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth 
in me: and the life which I now live in the 
flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, 
who loved me, and gave Himself for me.” 
Galatians 2:20.

When Christ abides within us, we are 
no longer constantly thinking about our-
selves; we no longer suffer or complain; 
we do not get angry; rather the Holy 
Spirit controls every thought, action, and 
impulse. We are no longer in control our-
selves but let God control everything; and 
we live free, happy, sinless lives and abide 
in Christ. “He possessed a dignity and 
individuality wholly distinct from earthly 
pride and assumption; He did not strive for 
worldly greatness, and in even the lowliest 
position He was content.” –The Desire of 
Ages, p. 88. 

The young woman mentioned at the be-
ginning of this article started to pray and 
search the Bible more to find mercy and 
hope again in Jesus Christ and to feel the 
joy of her first love in Christ. She prayed 
for God to search her heart once again 
and longed for a thankful, joyful walk with 
Jesus–not so she could take control but 
so God would take control of her, that 
she would be calm, at peace, and hap-
py through trials. She has learned about 
Jesus’ life and the importance of why we 
must go through trials and tribulations. She 
now seeks Him in prayer willingly, and the 
Sabbath is a delight to her and a day of 
rest from her busy week. In addition, she is 
learning to give all of her burdens to Jesus 
and walk uprightly with Him. How amaz-
ing it is to learn to have a faith that has a 
blessed assurance when we learn truly to 
seek Jesus!

“The Word does not say that we are 
to count it all joy when we fall un-
der temptation, but when we fall 
into temptation. It is not necessary 
to fall under temptation, for tempta-
tion comes upon us for the trying of 
our faith. And the trying of our faith 
worketh patience, not fretfulness and 
murmuring. If we put our trust in Je-
sus, He will keep us at all times, and 
will be our strength and shield. We are 
to learn valuable lessons from our tri-
als. Paul says, ‘We glory in tribulations 
also: knowing that tribulation worketh 
patience; and patience, experience; 
and experience, hope….’ Romans 
5:3-5.

“Many seem to think that it is impos-
sible not to fall under temptation, that 
they have no power to overcome, and 
they sin against God with their lips, 
talking discouragement and doubt in-
stead of faith and courage. Christ was 
tempted in all points like as we are, 
yet without sin. He said, ‘The prince of 
this world cometh, and hath nothing 
in me.’ John 14:30. What does this 
mean? It means that the prince of evil 
could find no vantage ground in Christ 
for his temptation. And so it may be 
with us….

“When we talk discouragement and 
gloom Satan listens with fiendish joy, 
for it pleases him to know that he has 
brought us into his bondage. Satan 
cannot read our thoughts, but he can 
see our actions, hear our words, and 
from his long knowledge of the hu-
man family he can shape his tempta-
tions to take advantage of our weak 
points of character. And how often do 
we let him into the secret of how he 
may obtain the victory over us!

“We must learn to come to God in 
any and every emergency, as a child 
would come to its parents.... Don’t go 
to others with your trials and tempta-
tions; God alone can help you. If you 
fulfill the conditions of God’s prom-
ises, the promises will be fulfilled to 
you…. You will have an anchor to the 
soul both sure and steadfast.” –That I 
May Know Him, p. 279.
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Pope Calls for Global Educational Alliance

“… And all the world wondered after the 
beast.” Revelation 13:3.

On Thursday, September 12, 2019, 
Pope Francis issued a video about 
uniting all of the world’s leaders and 

invites them to sign a global pact to re-ed-
ucate the young people of the world. The 
18-minute video details the written formali-
ties of this pact and expains why this world 
needs to be re-educated.

The date set for this pact to be signed is May 
14, 2020. In the video, Pope Francis speaks 
about the environment and all the negative 
things happening to it, such as global warm-
ing, and how re-education can make the 
world a better place in which to live. He ref-
erences his Encyclical of 2015 which states, 
“On Sunday, our participation in the Eucharist 
has special importance. Sunday, like the Jew-
ish Sabbath, is meant to be a day which heals 
our relationships with God, with ourselves, 
with others and with the world. Sunday is the 
day of the Resurrection, the ‘first day’ of the 
new creation, whose first fruits are the Lord’s 
risen humanity, the pledge of the final transfig-
uration of all created reality. It also proclaims 
‘man’s eternal rest in God.’”

Furthermore this Encyclical states: “The law 
of weekly rest forbade work on the seventh 
day, ‘so that your ox and your donkey may 
have rest, and the son of your maidservant, 
and the stranger, may be refreshed’ (Exodus 
23:12). Rest opens our eyes to the larger 
picture and gives us renewed sensitivity to 
the rights of others. And so the day of rest, 
centred on the Eucharist, sheds its light on 
the whole week, and motivates us to greater 
concern for nature and the poor” (par. 237).

Pope Francis calls urgently for everyone to 
cooperate for the “common home,” meaning 
the world in which everyone lives. He calls for 
a “new humanism.” So far, it is yet to be seen 
how the world’s leaders will respond to this in-
vitation, which is to take place at the Vatican. 
Pope Francis also expresses how this world 
is divided and a restoration to unity must 

take place. He also mentions an old African 
Proverb: “it takes a whole village to educate a 
child,” meaning that it would take the leaders 
of the nations coming together as the village 
and training the children who are still young. 
What this entire video for yourself, for there 
you will see a lot more information that is very 
relevant to our time: https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=n31h1ACrUDA. This video 
contains a commentary to further explain 
Pope Frances’ goals on globalization.

“WAKE UP!” was the phrase used by Elders 
Neptali Acevedo and Idel Suarez when the 
news about the proposed globalization pact 
was related in our churches. “It is happening 
now!” was the phrase used by Elder Henry 
Dering when he sent this news to my email 
inbox along with the video.

This is world news. We are getting closer and 
closer to the end. As the days pass, we should 
be more excited and eager for the Lord’s sec-
ond coming! Let us continue in prayer always, 
for this news is not intended to frighten us but 
to wake us up, because what is happening 
now this has been written and studied about 
within the church for many years

What we read about in the divine Scriptures 
is coming to pass before our very eyes. The 
servant of the Lord writes: “Already prepara-
tions are advancing, and movements are in 
progress, which will result in making an image 
to the beast. Events will be brought about in 
the earth’s history that will fulfill the predictions 
of prophecy for these last days.” –Review and 
Herald, April  23, 1889.

Furthermore, “The man of sin, who thought to 
change times and laws, and who has always 
oppressed the people of God, will cause laws 
to be made enforcing the observance of the 
first day of the week. But God’s people are 
to stand firm for Him. And the Lord will work 
in their behalf, showing plainly that He is the 
God of gods.” –Testimonies for the Church, 
vol. 9, p. 230.

Dear brothers and sisters, let us be firm in 
faith and quick in understanding, study His 
divine word, and remain instant in prayer 
for one another. Read Romans 8:35-39, for 
these verse ignite courage: “Who shall sep-

The American Union Newsletter is published 
monthly by the International Missionary Society, 
Seventh–day Adventist Church, Reform Move-
ment, American Union. It is complimentary for 
members and friends and carries items of interest 
submitted by believers. We reserve the right to make 
changes as necessary and to refuse to print certain 
items. To submit news, send your item in an email to 
atramirez829@gmail.com.

9999 E. Mississippi Avenue, Denver, CO 80247-1927. 
Email: info@sda1888.org / Website: sda1888.org.

arate us from the love of Christ?” “For I am 
persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor an-
gels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things 
present, nor things to come, Nor height, nor 
depth, nor any other creature, shall be able 
to separate us from the love of God, which 
is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Amen! Cling to 
Jesus’ promise: “To him that overcometh will 
I grant to sit with Me in My throne, even as 
I also overcame, and am set down with My 
Father in His throne.” Revelation 3:21.

“… Near the close of earth’s harvest, 
a special bestowal of spiritual grace 
is promised to prepare the church for 
the coming of the Son of man. This 
outpouring of the Spirit is likened to 
the falling of the latter rain; and it is 
for this added power that Christians 
are to send their petitions to the Lord 
of the harvest ‘in the time of the latter 
rain.’ In response, ‘the Lord shall make 
bright clouds, and give them showers 
of rain.’ Zechariah 10:1. ‘He will cause 
to come down ... the rain, the former 
rain, and the latter rain.’ Joel 2:23. 

“But unless the members of God’s 
church today have a living connection 
with the Source of all spiritual growth, 
they will not be ready for the time of 
reaping. Unless they keep their lamps 
trimmed and burning, they will fail 
of receiving added grace in times 
of special need.” –The Acts of the 
Apostles, p. 55.


